
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
OCTOBER 14, 2014 

 
The regular City Council meeting of October 14, 2014, was called to order by Council President, 

Ronald Smith. After the Pledge of Allegiance was said, a prayer was offered by Council President 
Smith. 

 
Council persons present:  MR. BAKER, MR. FEUERSTEIN, MRS. HENRY, MR. HILL, MR. 

MILLER, MRS. MISSLER, and MISS NASCONE. 
 
The minutes from the September 22, 2014 regular Council meeting and the September 29, 2014 

special Council meeting were presented for approval.  Mr. Feuerstein made a motion to approve the 
minutes as written.  Mr. Miller seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

 
Council President, Mr. Smith introduced Sandusky County Common Pleas Court Judge 

Barbara Ansted and turned the time over to her.  She stated that she has been a judge for almost six 
years, working with domestic, civil and criminal cases along with Judge Dewey.  In addition to doing 
research and handling court cases and trials, she is very excited about her program working with 
felons in a re-entry program.  The program helps them integrate back into society after being in 
prison.  She stated that she is up for re-election and would appreciate the support of Council 
members and citizens in Bellevue who live in Sandusky County.   

 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS: 

 
Mayor Berkey stated that he has been working hard to improve communication between the 

City administration and citizens of Bellevue.  Texting is the new tool the City is using to keep the lines 
of communication open.  Also the City is in the process of changing its website.  It hasn’t been 
updated for several years and with the help of Steve Fuhr from the BDC, the website is coming along 
nicely.  There is a new two to three minute clip to update citizens about the new bike trail which 
includes a map.  They will be doing more two to three minute clips as well as revisions in all 
departments.  He encouraged everyone to go online and become familiar with it.  They will continue to 
provide copies of minutes from the Council meetings on the website.    

 
Safety-Service Director, Mr. Crosby said that questions have come up regarding how our 

City’s new canine unit is doing.  Recently a police officer suspected that the occupants of a vehicle he 
stopped were in possession of drugs.  When the occupants refused to let him search the vehicle, he 
requested the canine unit.  Lasso had a positive hit on the vehicle.  They searched the vehicle and 
didn’t find drugs.  There is nothing wrong with the dog or the way he makes a hit.  Just because he 
didn’t find drugs in the car at that time, he didn’t make a mistake.  There were drugs in vehicle at 
some point.  The dog is doing exactly what he is trained to do and he is doing very well.   

 
REPORTS OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
 

Mr. Miller inquired about the work that the gas company is doing on Main Street and when it 
might be completed.  Mr. Crosby stated that the project grew larger than they originally planned.  It will 
take some time.  They are doing the work at night when there is less traffic and fewer interruptions for 
downtown merchants.   

 
Mr. Hill gave kudos to the group “Emerging Leaders” who is putting up a mural display 

downtown.  It is a great thing to have young people participating in worthwhile endeavors.  The City is 
lucky to have them and he thanks them for their efforts.   



 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:      
 

Mrs. Missler stated that she held a Public Utilities Committee meeting prior to the Council 
meeting tonight where they discussed upgrading of water meters.  They will continue the discussion at 
a later date. 

 
Jean Ryan of the Committee to Grow Bellevue reported that they are working on fall cleanup.  

They have been very happy with new volunteers who consist of two seventh grade boys and some 
retired citizens.  She stated that the local merchants have informed them that their most successful 
“First Thursday” of the year was October 2.  There was great public attendance and interest.  The 
Christmas auction has been scheduled for December 1.     

 
She asked for updates on Central Park, the dog park, the bike trail and planting of trees.  Mr. 

Crosby stated that the City will be working on Central Park the first quarter of next year.  They are 
working out the details of the dog park.  They want to have an area for large dogs, and one for smaller 
dogs.  The bike trail is right on schedule.  They have posted bike trail information on the City’s 
website.  They are getting all the measurements done with maps and graphs.  Barnes Nursery will be 
planting trees in Central Park and along Kilbourne.  The City has a very active Tree Commission that 
does a great job.    
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:   None. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:    

 
 Council President, Mr. Smith stated that all should have received Bellevue United Selective 
Fund donation cards.  He also stated that the office of Attorney General Mike Dewine is scheduling 
another drug abuse forum.  They want to brainstorm with local citizens and come up with a good 
solution as to how we will approach the drug problem in the area.  They plan to meet at the Society for 
the Arts on October 21, 2014, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  They need an RSVP.  He has information for 
anyone who would like to attend.  He then turned the time over to the Law Director for legislation.   

 
LEGISLATION:  
 
 Law Director David Wallingford read the following Resolution and Ordinance: 
 
 Resolution R-7-14 was given its second reading by title only:  A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING 
SUPPORT AND POSSIBLE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE BELLEVUE CENTRAL PARK 
PROJECT. 
 
 Motion was made by Mrs. Missler to suspend the rules and give Resolution R-7-14 its third and 
final reading by title only.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hill.  A vote was taken.  All were in favor. 
 
 Resolution R-7-14 was given its third and final reading by title only:  A RESOLUTION 
EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND POSSIBLE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE BELLEVUE 
CENTRAL PARK PROJECT. 
 
 Motion was made by Mrs. Missler to adopt Resolution R-7-14. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Hill.  A vote was taken.  Motion passed by the vote 7-0. 
 
   



 Ordinance 25-14 was given its second reading by title only:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE 2014 PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE NO. 13-14, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
 
 Motion was made by Mrs. Missler to suspend the rules and give Ordinance 25-14 its third and 
final reading by title only.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hill.  A vote was taken.  All were in favor. 
  
 Ordinance 25-14 was given its third and final reading by title only:  AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE 2014 PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE NO. 13-14, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 Motion was made by Miss Nascone to adopt Ordinance 25-14 and as an emergency. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Hill.  A vote was taken.  Motion passed by the vote 7-0 and as an 
emergency. 
 
CLOSING REMARKS:   

 
Safety-Service Director Jeffrey Crosby said that over the next month a new salt bin will be 

installed behind the City Office building.  It will allow the workers more time by not having to travel 
back and forth to the water plant to get salt.  The City is doing it in-house with its own employees.  He 
stated that we have skilled workers and we save a lot of money by being able to have mechanical 
work, electrical work and plumbing work done by our own City workers.  He stated that he really 
appreciates these City workers who help out.  Also, the compost site will be closed on November 23.   

 
Mayor Berkey stated that he agrees with Mr. Crosby in that we have a lot of good, talented 

people working for the City.  He appreciates their efforts.    
 
 Council President, Mr. Smith thanked everyone for attending this evening. 
 
 Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Baker and seconded by Mrs. Missler.  All were in favor. 
  

      Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 

_________________________________  _______________________________ 
Ronald Smith      Rhonda R. Soper 
President of Council     City Council Clerk 

 


