
 
 
 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR  CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
JUNE 23, 2014 

 
The regular City Council meeting of JUNE 23, 2014, was called to order by President 

Smith.  A prayer was offered by Reverend Diane M. Carter, Pastor of St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ in Bellevue. 

 
Council persons present:  MR. BAKER, MR. FEUERSTEIN, MRS. HENRY, MR. HILL, 

MRS. MISSLER, and MISS NASCONE. 
 
The minutes from the June 9, 2014 regular Council meeting were presented for approval. 

Mrs. Missler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Hill seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor.  The minutes are approved as written.   

 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS:   
 
  Mayor Berkey thanked Eric MacMichael for his work putting together the walk-through tour 
at the wastewater plant tonight.  He also encouraged everyone to be involved with Bellevue 
Community Days this weekend.  He stated that it is a great opportunity to meet with others you don’t 
see often and support the Recreation Department. 
 

Treasurer, Mr. Freitag stated that he attended a meeting last Thursday with RITA where 
they made their annual report.  RITA started a few years ago with 100 communities participating.  Now 
they have 239 communities that are part of RITA. They handled 13 billion tax returns last year.  
Effective September 15 of this year, the City will be able to file its City forms and federal forms online.  
This will really help tax preparers.  There are a couple of house bills and legislative issues regarding 
income tax to watch—House Bill Nos. 5, 492 and 289.  He stated that RITA has added 18 new people 
this year, put in generators for emergency backup systems in three locations so they will have the 
capability to keep the tax records safe.  On June 30 the City will receive approximately $42,000.00 
from RITA, which is our share of the savings.   

 
Law Director, Mr. Wallingford stated that it is wonderful to meet as a City Council in the 

conference room at the wastewater treatment facility.  He also stated that he is looking forward to 
Bellevue’s Community Days. Workers have been busy at the park making electrical improvements 
and it should be a fun weekend. 

 
President Smith introduced Dennis Stieber who is running for Huron County 

Commissioner.  Mr. Stieber took a few minutes to introduce himself.  He has worked in the Huron 
County Auditor’s office for the last 25 years.  He now wants to further his service by becoming Huron 
County’s Commissioner.  He will be participating in our Community Days parade.  

 
REPORTS OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
 

Mr. Feuerstein thanked Eric MacMichael for presenting the walk-through tour.  
 

  Mr. Baker stated he wasn’t able to go on the walk-through tour but looks forward to going 
through when he can.  He stated that the problems with water draining seemed to be better after the 
recent storm.  He scheduled a Public Safety Committee meeting on July 14th at 7:00 p.m. just prior to 
the regular City Council meeting.  He met with the Sandusky County Commissioners last week and 



has information to share at that meeting.  He also added that he would like to give Jordan Excavating 
kudos for their recent demolition of a house in Bellevue.  They did a great job taking the house down 
and cleaning up the area.  The neighbors are happy and as you drive by you can’t tell there was a 
house there at all.   
 
  Mr. Hill thanked Mr. MacMichael for setting up the walk-through tour and stated it was a 
first class presentation. He also stated that improvements have been made for generators for 
Bellevue’s Community Days and it should really help the vendors.  He is hoping that the weather will 
cooperate for the festivities and he hopes that everyone will support them.  President Smith thanked 
Mr. Hill for suggesting that Council meet with all department heads.  The walk-through tonight was 
inspired by Mr. Hill. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:      
 
  Mr. Gildenmeister of the Committee to Grow Bellevue reported that two weeks ago they 
spent approximately $9,000.00 ordering nine trash cans and three new benches for the City which 
should be arriving soon.  

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:    
 
  Tina Curliss, 420 North Buckeye Street, stated that there are possible squatters in a 
house that has been vacant on her street since December.  She talked with the Police Department 
and she was told there is nothing they can do.  She inquired if the City has any regulations for 
squatters.  She also stated that there is no water and no electricity in the home.  Law Director Mr. 
Wallingford stated that the City can look into it if there is no water or electrical in the home, the Health 
Department can get it boarded up.  Ms. Curliss stated that there have been a lot of problems 
associated with that particular house.  The owner lives out of town and isn’t aware of what is going on 
there.  Mr. Wallingford thanked her for bringing it to the City’s attention.   
 
  Thomas Albrycht, 427 High Street, inquired if the City is going to go in with cameras into 
the sewers.  He was told that right now they are not planning to do it in the near future. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:    

 
  President Smith stated that prior to the Council meeting he passed out a flyer about 
Community Days which announces what is happening and when.  He also stated that on July 1 at 
6:30 p.m. the City will be meeting with Poggemeyer Design Group to discuss the City zoning code 
updates.   The dumpsters will be in place June 28 & 29.  He also stated that Mr. Miller is excused 
tonight as well as Safety-Service Director, Mr. Crosby.  He then turned the time over to Mr. Wallingford 
for tonight’s legislation. 

 
LEGISLATION:  
 
  Ordinance 17-14 was given its second reading by title only:  AN ORDINANCE 
ACCEPTING THE ALLEY DEDICATION PLAT FOR THE MAD RIVER & NKP RAILROAD SOCIETY, 
INC., IN THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 25, SANDUSKY 
COUNTY, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

Motion was made by Miss Nascone to suspend the rules and give Ordinance 17-14 its third 
reading by title only.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hill. A vote was taken.  All were in favor. 
 
  Ordinance 17-14 was given its third reading by title only:  AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING 
THE ALLEY DEDICATION PLAT FOR THE MAD RIVER & NKP RAILROAD SOCIETY, INC., IN THE 



CITY OF BELLEVUE, SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 25, SANDUSKY COUNTY, OHIO, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

Motion was made by Miss Nascone to adopt Ordinance 17-14 and as an emergency.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Hill.  A vote was taken.  Motion passed by the vote 6-0 and as an 
emergency. 
 
CLOSING REMARKS:    

 
  Mrs. Missler stated that she has received complaints about the dumpsters being full 
Saturday morning.  The dumpsters that they have this season are bigger and hold much more and yet 
they are being filled quicker.  The only suggestion was to try and be first there first thing in the 
morning. 
 
  Mr. MacMichael thanked everyone for coming out.  He loves what he does and if we let 
others know what they do there, more citizens will understand and there will be fewer complaints.  He 
stated the door is always open and education is the key.  President Smith stated that some comments 
were made to him that the citizens who went on the walk-through tour were amazed at what it takes to 
operate the wastewater facility.   
 
  Mayor Berkey stated that a lot of people complain about their water bill but they need to 
learn about the City’s water system.  The City’s water control system is based on reservoirs and it is 
more expensive than if the City had wells.  He also checked the weather for this weekend and it 
should be good for Bellevue’s Community Days.   
 

President Smith thanked everyone for attending this evening.   
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Baker and seconded by Mrs. Missler.  All were in favor. 

 
      Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
 

_________________________________  _______________________________ 
Ronald Smith      Rhonda R. Soper 
President of Council     Clerk of Council  


